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Restorative Practices (RP) are growing at Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS).  We began introducing RP about five years ago.  Today we have ten school social workers and two assistant DAs working full time on RP.  The school social work positions are new last year and they have really helped bring RP district-wide.  Each SSW is responsible for a region of schools (15-20 schools each).  One of their major roles in these schools is to improve truancy rates through the use of RP.
RP is being implemented in schools in the form of classroom circles (to build community), curriculum circles (teaching in circles), attendance circles, and circles to repair harm after it has occurred (Repairing Harm Circles).
David Lerman and Paul Dedinsky (ADAs) are working full time in MPS schools.  MPS has one of the highest rates of suspension in the nation!  With RP, many schools are seeing a reduction in suspension rates and improvements in overall school climate.

At MPS, we also have school social workers and school psychologists who are participating in Professional Learning Communities.  These communities meet monthly to discuss RP, sharing resources and expanding RP in the district.

