Benedict Center
135 W. Wells St., Suite 700, Milwaukee, WI 53203
(414) 347-1774

Email: justice@benedictcenter.org.  
Contact person: Kit McNally, Executive Director

Founded on principles of Restorative Justice in 1974, the Benedict Center is an interfaith criminal justice agency with a mission to work with victims, offenders and the community to achieve a system of justice that is fair and treats every one with dignity and respect.  

Restorative Justice Circles
In Circles with residents of neighborhoods victimized by street prostitution and drugs, the women are helped to more fully understand that their offenses were not victimless.  Neighbors and business owners begin to see that the offenders are also victims.  The sessions are intense, often heartbreaking, and ultimately, restorative and uplifting for everyone.  Women who come to the Center with a Deferred Prosecution Agreement for prostitution may volunteer to participate in a circle.

Sisters Project

In spring 2010, the Sisters Project will again be reaching out to women working the streets for prostitution and drugs with invitations to participate in justice circles before an arrest, which is imminent.  It also encourages neighbors, businesspersons, pastors and law enforcement officials to participate in justice circles.

Justice Advocacy Program

This looks at Restorative Justice in the broad sense of Community Justice, where residents (those in conflict with the law and the law abiding), criminal justice persons, and government officials all come together to make inclusive decisions about repairing harm done to the community by crime, restoring vitality, enhancing public safety, and improving the quality of life for everyone. 

Community Service
We coordinate a Restorative Community Service team that places Community Justice Resource Center (Day Reporting Center) inmates in community service.
Neighborhood Justice Centers

Proposed: Neighborhood Justice Centers in all seven police/community prosecution districts.

Neighborhood Greening Teams 
Also proposed: Engaging individuals diverted from jail and returning home from prison in giving back to their distressed neighborhoods by cleaning up vacant areas and alleys; painting; planting organic urban vegetable, flower and rain gardens; planting trees; and creating dog and pocket parks, as well as other environmentally beneficial ideas that are proposed neighborhood organizations.
Testimonial

Community Service

One of the recipients of Restorative Community Service, the Wisconsin Humane Society, comments:

“The scratching posts you construct are one of our most poplar items here at the shelter. . . ."100% of the proceeds from the sale of the posts go back into the shelter!  WHS has never been able to find a group as dependable as yours to keep us stocked with the posts.  

Sales of the posts have to date provided more than $28,000 to help run the animal shelter.

For more information, visit www.benedictcenter.org.
