Milwaukee County District Attorney Office

Restorative Justice Unit

821 W. State St., Milwaukee, WI 53233

(414) 278-4632

Email: Katzfey.Erin@mail.da.state.wi.us
Contact person: Erin Katzfey, Program Manager

The Community Conferencing Program (CCP) is a process in which the victim/survivor, offender and several community members come together in a safe setting with a facilitator to dicuss the facts and impact of a particular crime.  Participants check on the progress of the offender in the plan to repair the harm set forth in the Deferred Prosecution Agreement or Diversion Agreement.  Community members participate to give voice to broader community concerns, as well as to provide support to both the victim/survivor and offender as needed. It is staffed by Program Manager Erin Katzfey, one or two student interns, and dozens of trained volunteers, with continued assistance from the original Program Director, Assistant District Attorney David Lerman.  It is available for non-violent cases in which the offender admits to wrongdoing.  It began in adult court in 2000 and was expanded to the Children’s Court Center in 2004.

Restorative Justice in Milwaukee Public Schools began in 2007 with ADA Lerman. This program works within MPS to train and work with students to resolve conflicts. MPS social workers are also working with ADA Lerman and ADA Dedinsky to implement lasting RJ practices in schools.  (For more information see separate posting for Milwaukee Public Schools.)
Truancy Cases
Cases that involve violations of compulsory school attendance law and have entered a Deferred Prosecution Agreement are referred to the Community Conferencing Program.  Parents attend a meeting with community members, representatives from the District Attorney’s Office and MPS social workers to discuss the importance of the students’ regular attendance at school.  Community resources and services offered by MPS are made available to parents pursuant to their individual needs.  MPS provides updated information regarding the students’ attendance throughout the pendency of the court case.
